
SEDONA Fall Field Trip 
October 5-8, 2023 

View from Sedona Golf Course 

We will be staying at the GREENTREE INN SEDONA for 3 nights: October 5, 6 and 7.  
It’s located at 2991 West State Route 89A, Sedona AZ  86336.   
GreenTree Inn website: https://www.greentreesedona.com/ 

For room reservations, call (928) 282-9166.  Be sure to tell them you are with PSOC 
Photography Group in order to get our special room rate.  A credit card is 
required to reserve your room.  An upgraded continental breakfast, WiFi and 
parking are included with each room.  

8 Standard Double Rooms with 2 double beds: 3-nights at $550.50 plus $73.23 tax 
totals $623.73.  
7 Deluxe King Rooms with 1 king bed: 3-nights at $597.60 plus $79.62 tax totals 
$677.22.  Note: The $15.99 per night hotel service fee was waived. 
Check-in: 3:00 PM; Check-out: 11:00 AM. 

Cancellation Policy: No room charge if you cancel at least 24 hours prior to the check-
in date.  

Group Dinner:  We will meet for dinner at the Stagecoach Roadhouse Sedona on 
Friday-October 6th at 7:00 PM.  It’s located at 1405 West State Route 89A.  
Stagecoach website: http://stagecoachroadhouse.com/ 

Social Gathering: We will meet each evening after sunset (except Friday) around 
the pool area for a BYO wine and cheese. 

https://www.greentreesedona.com/
http://stagecoachroadhouse.com/


  

Sedona is a great and beautiful place for photography. Just about everywhere you turn, 
you see a postcard photo. This is actually a challenge......where do you start, and how 
do you capture all this beauty and grandeur? Planning is essential to be able to get to 
the locations you are most interested in and to be there in the light that you want to 
capture.  Sedona is at its best at sunset, and most of us will want to be somewhere 
taking pictures at sunset.  Some of the most popular locations are listed below, but you 
may want to do a website search for other ideas. A good website to start with is 
Photographing Sedona written by award-winning Sedona photographer and author 
Larry Lindahl and others. A second is the Trip Advisor weblink Things to do in Sedona 
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g31352-Activities-Sedona_Arizona.html 

     Palatki Indian Ancient Cliff Dwelling Palatki Indian Pictographs 

Some of the places to see include the town of Jerome, on old highway 89A, which you 
can stop to see either on the way to Sedona or on the way home. It is quite unique and 
picturesque. Oak Creek Canyon is just north of town. The Red Rock State Park and 
Red Rock Crossing have iconic Sedona landscapes. The Palatki Indian ruins are only 
20 miles from downtown. The Chapel of the Holy Cross is also a must see. Airport Mesa 
is a wonderful vantage point for sunset.  

A Red Rock Pass is needed to park at most locations and can be purchased on a daily, 
weekly or annual basis. The Daily Pass is good for one calendar day at a cost of $5. 
The Weekly Pass is good for 7 consecutive days at a cost of $15.  The National Park 
Pass is accepted but nowhere along the road is this fact mentioned. This is from the 
Sedona Chamber of Commerce Guide......."When parking on Coconino National 
Forest Land, visitors are required to display a Red Rock pass (or Golden Eagle or 
Golden Access) in the windshield of the vehicle." 
See weblink: https://www.recreation.gov/sitepass/74387 

You will want to bring a cooler so you can picnic while you are out and about taking 
pictures. You never know where you might be at lunchtime.  

http://www.hitthetrail.com/photographing-the-sedona-landscape
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g31352-Activities-Sedona_Arizona.html
https://www.recreation.gov/sitepass/74387


 

   Pink Jeep Tours    Tuzigoot Indian Ruins 

Sunrise and Sunset times in October 

Sunrise Sunset 
Thursday   10/5 6:15 am 6:22 pm 
Friday        10/6 6:17 am 6:20 pm 
Saturday    10/7 6:19 am 6:18 pm 
Sunday      10/8 6:21 am 6:16 pm 

The Sedona Visitor's Guide is attached to this email. There is also a good road 
map of the entire Sedona area attached which you might want to print and carry with 
you. 
https://maddendigitalbooks.com/azsedvg22/ 

Weather 
Month Avg.

High 
Avg. 
Low Mean Avg.

Precip 
Record 
High 

Record 
Low 

Oct 73°F 53°F 59°F 0.50 in. 93°F (1996) 18°F (1972) 

https://maddendigitalbooks.com/azsedvg22/


 Photo sites to explore 

Spend some time exploring the websites listed on page 7 to get some ideas. Here is a 
list of some good spots. The letters "F,K,A" refer to locations that can be found on the 
map on the following page. For example, the Boynton Canyon "B" is in the top left 
corner of the map. 

F. Red Rock Crossing. Go west on 89A, left on Upper Red Rock Loop road, left on
Chaves Ranch Road and bear right to the crossing trail. Follow the trail toward
Cathedral Rock. The best time is the "golden hour." This is an iconic Sedona photo site.

K. Oak Creek Canyon is north of Sedona along 89A and has beautiful verdant
landscapes. Breathtaking in its red rock beauty, the canyon is a spectacular 16-mile
gorge with streams and waterfalls between sheer rock walls. You might want to plan to
picnic in the canyon.

A. Airport Mesa is 500 feet above the valley and a good place to get a panoramic view
of the many rock formations, especially at sunset.

D. Chapel of The Holy Cross, just east of town, turn east off 179 on Chapel Road. This
is a very dynamic architectural study.

B. Boynton Canyon is one of the most scenic of the box canyons that make Arizona
red rock country so famous. You hike among the towering buttes, crimson cliffs and
natural desert gardens. See map for directions. This is another site that is good midday
and where you might want to picnic for lunch.



 

Montezuma Well National Park.  Located in the Verde Valley area, this mysterious crater-
lake supported an ancient community of Sinagua Indians.  Dwellings can be seen on the west 
side below the edge of the crater. It is nearby the Montezuma Castle Cliff Dwelling. 

Verde Canyon Railroad Take a four-hour scenic ride out of Clarkdale which includes 
views of Sinagua Indian ruins, waterfowl, wildlife and a 680-foot man-made tunnel. The 
train follows the upper Verde River and is ideally situated above the heat of the desert 
and below the cold of Arizona’s high country.  The link 
https://www.getyourguide.com/verde-canyon-railroad-l148973/ will provide schedule 
and price information. 

Planning your trip 

There is a lot to see in a few days so you will need to plan ahead. 

Jerome is a place you can see either on the way to Sedona or on the way home, by 
routing yourself through Prescott. Montezuma Castle Cliff Dwelling is between Phoenix 
and Sedona and can also be visited either on the way to or from Sedona.  
Boynton Canyon and Oak Creek Canyon both work well at midday and each take a few 
hours to enjoy. You might plan one for Friday and the other for Saturday. Take a picnic 
lunch and plenty of water. 

Red Rock Crossing is best at the golden hour and sunset. It is close to Sedona and to 
where we will have dinner at the Stagecoach Roadhouse. 

 The Chapel of the Holy Cross is close to downtown Sedona so you might also plan a 
little time to stroll around town. Airport Mesa is also close to town and easy to get to for 
a short stop. 

Be sure to bring plenty of water and a cooler to keep water and food cool in your car. It 
does get hot in the Arizona sun! 

Be sure to bring your National Park pass, if you have one. Otherwise, you will need to 
purchase a Red Rock Pass. They are required in all parking spots. They do issue 
tickets to cars that do not display one of these in the window.  This is in the Coconino 
National Forest Land. 

https://www.getyourguide.com/verde-canyon-railroad-l148973/
abbott
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            View from Chapel of the Holy Cross Coconino National Forest Land 

DINING SUGGESTIONS 
89A – WEST - NEAR THE GREENTREE INN 
Coffee Pot Restaurant – 2050 W. 89A,  928 282-6626   Casual dining, not fancy but clean and good 
service.  Serve breakfast and lunch – great omelets, and their lunches are substantial and reasonably 
priced.     
Nick's - Nick's is walking distance from the Day's Inn. Nick's is known for its great service, friendly 
atmosphere, authentic Mexican dishes, down-home American sandwiches and breakfasts, tender 
steaks, and absolutely the tastiest savory beef and pork ribs, whole roasted chicken, and beef brisket 
slow-cooked in a rotisserie oven. 
Cafe Jose  -  2370 W. 89A,  928 282-0299   A favorite of local residents for its good food & bargain 
prices. Voted Sedona's "Best Home Cooking." 5:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
The Golden Goose Cafe - 2545 W.  89A -  928 282-1447 Great food – Excellent Service. 
The Field  - 1370 W.89A - 928-282-5777  International, Bistro, Fusion, Organic  Very nice out door 
setting and delicious, food. This is a healthy choice for lunch or dinner. They do box lunches. 

VILLAGE OF OAK CREEK 
Blue Moon Cafe -  Good Casual Food – Breakfast, Lunch, Pizza, - Rt. Side of 179 (Next to Ace)  
Pagos – Pizza and Italian Food – Excellent food – Casual atmosphere – on the left of hwy 179 toward 
uptown Sedona 
Marketplace Cafe –  Located in the Village Outlet Mall Center – It has a Hollywood Theme and there 
is music from Wednesday through Sunday.  Check on their special nights – Monday – Pizza 25% off,  
Thursday, Mexican Tapas 
Miley's Café   has excellent reviews for the quality of food (Mexican/American), and the fair price. 
Cucina Rustica An Award-winning choice where the service is extraordinary. The menu is a healthy 
Mediterranean style. Prices in the $20 to $30 range. 

UPTOWN SEDONA 
Elote -  771 Hwy 179,  928 203-0105   Located in the Gallery District of Sedona, in the Kings Ransom 
Sedona Hotel – on the right side of Hwy 179 shortly before you cross the bridge. They serve very 
interesting and tasty Mexican food like in Mexico City. 

http://www.kingsransomsedona.com/#_blank
http://www.kingsransomsedona.com/#_blank


 

Ken’s Creekside Café  - 251 - Hwy 179 at Creekside Plaza, just one block south of 89A and half a 
block north of Tlaquepaque – across the street.  It is known for its portobello burger, crab cakes and 
peach cobbler, and omelettes -great food and “dog friendly." 

89A North–Toward Oak Creek Canyon Slide Rock, Flagstaff  
L'Auberge Restaurant on Oak Creek   -  301 L'Auberge Ln.  928 282-1661  On the right – shortly after 
you turn from Hwy 179. onto 89A. Has a great reputation, but be prepared to pay the price for fine 
dining. 
Indian Gardens Oak Creek Market – Left side of 89A.  Excellent sandwiches and desserts, beautiful 
setting, good selection of  beers – they have a nice outdoor patio.  They will box up a lunch for you 
also.New Frontiers Natural Marketplace  –  1420 W. 89A   928  282-6311.    This is a health 
food/organic market that has a deli area.  It has a large variety of natural foods and health products. 

Websites To Check Out: 
https://www.recreation.gov/sitepass/74387 
https://www.greentreesedona.com/ 
http://stagecoachroadhouse.com/ 
Photographing Sedona 
https://www.hitthetrail.com/photographing-the-sedona-landscape/ 
https://www.getyourguide.com/verde-canyon-railroad-l148973/ 
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g31352-Activities-Sedona_Arizona.html 
https://maddendigitalbooks.com/azsedvg22/ 
https://www.wintersunexpert.com/what-to-do-in-october-in-sedona-arizona/ 
https://www.timeanddate.com/weather/usa/sedona/climate 
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g31330-d109672-Reviews-
Montezuma_Well_National_Monument-Rimrock_Arizona.html 
https://www.getyourguide.com/montezuma-castle-national-monument-l94482/ 

https://www.recreation.gov/sitepass/74387
https://www.greentreesedona.com/
http://stagecoachroadhouse.com/
http://www.hitthetrail.com/photographing-the-sedona-landscape
https://www.hitthetrail.com/photographing-the-sedona-landscape/
https://www.getyourguide.com/verde-canyon-railroad-l148973/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g31352-Activities-Sedona_Arizona.html
https://maddendigitalbooks.com/azsedvg22/
https://www.wintersunexpert.com/what-to-do-in-october-in-sedona-arizona/
https://www.timeanddate.com/weather/usa/sedona/climate
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g31330-d109672-Reviews-Montezuma_Well_National_Monument-Rimrock_Arizona.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g31330-d109672-Reviews-Montezuma_Well_National_Monument-Rimrock_Arizona.html
https://www.getyourguide.com/montezuma-castle-national-monument-l94482/



